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“ You must understand therefore that this is the first path
to felicity, affording to souls an intellectual plenitude of divine
union. But the sacerdotal and theurgic gift of felicity is called
indeed the gate to the Demiurgos of wholes, or the seat, or
palace, of the good. In the first place, likewise, it possesses a
power of purifying the soul , . , afterwards it causes a coapta-
tion of the reasoning power to the participation and vision of
the good and a liberation from every thing of a contrary nature,
and in the last place, produces a union with the Gods, who are
the givers of every good,”

Tamsrrcaus.



INTRODUCTION

¥ virtue of the widespread ignorance concerning the sovereign

nature of the Divine Theurgy, despite frequent references

almost everywhere to the subject of Magic, a gross misunder-
standing has been permitted to make its growth during the centuries.
Few are there to-day who would appear to possess even the vaguest
{den as to what constituted the high objective of that system
considered by the sages of antiquity the Royal Art and the Trans-
cendental Magic. And because there have been even fewer in
number prepared to defend to the last its philosophy and disseminate
{te true principles amongst those found worthy of receiving, the
field of war strewn with the mangled reputations of its Magl was
relinquished to the charlatans. These, alas, made good use of their
opportunity for wholesale despoliation. So much so, that the word
Magic itself has now become synonymous with all that is odious,
and is conceived to be an obnoxious thing.

For several centuries in Europe was this unrighteous condition
of things permitted. It continued for some while until about the
middle of the last century, when Eliphas Levi, a writer with a
certain facility of expression and a flair for synthesis and surface
exposition, endeavoured to restore to Magic its age-old lofty reputa-
tion. How his efforts would have fared had not they been succeeded
and abetted by the advent of the philosophy of the Theosophical
" Movement in 1875, together with the open discussion of occult and
mystical matters which thereafter ensued, is exceedingly hard to
say. Even so, they have been none too successful. For despite nearly
eighty long years of attention to and the unconcealed discussion of
the esoteric philosophy and practice in various of its branches, there
¢an be found in the Catalogue of the British Museum Reading
Room, for instance, no single work on Magic which attempts to
provide a lucid, unambigunous, and exact exegesis, unhampered by
too great an employment of symbol and figure of speech. Eighty
years of occult study ! And not one serious work on Magic !

For some little while has it been known in various quarters that
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the mysteries of ancient time, as some recent authors have done.
Though all this is true, nevertheless there is enough in Magic which
is communicable. In spite of hundreds of pages to elucidate,
against these writers also must be levelled the grim accusation of
having done much to confirm public opinion in the already firm
belief that Magic was ambiguous, obscure, and fatuous. A greater
misconception than this could hardly be held. For Magic, let me
insist, is ucid. It is definite and precise. There are no vague
formule or dubieties comprehended within the sphere of its
exactitude ; all is clear-cut and devised for practical experiment.
Its system is absolutely scientific, and each part thereof is capable
of verification and demonstrable proof. The Tree of Life is pub-
lished, somewhat hesitatingly it is true, with the sole object of
filling in the existent gap. The writer desires to render intelligible

and comprehensible to the ordinary intelligent layman, to the.

student of the Mysteries and those versed in the lore of other mystical
systems and philosophies, the root principles from which the
tremendous high-towering structure of Magic is built. With one
exception, not known or suitable to the public at large unfor-
tunately, this necessary task has never previously been accom-
plished.

The frequency of long quotations from the writings of magical
authorities which the writer has inserted herein is quite simply
explainable. It was due solely to the desire to demonstrate that the
larger essentials of this exposition are not the outcome of any
inventiveness of the writer, but are firmly rooted in the wisdom of
antiquity. That there are crudities of expression, possible misinter-
pretations of fact or theory, sins of omission and commission, the
writer needs hardly to be informed, By reason thereof he is humbly
apologetic. He must be pardoned by virtue of his youth and
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